
Lesson Plan 
 

Using Chants and Raps to Train Non-native Ears for American English and Reinforce Grammar: 

 Future Verb Form (Be + Going To) 

 Third Person, Simple Present Tense  

 Subject and Object Pronouns  

 The expression What About? 
 

“A grammarchant is a rhythmic exercise which presents some aspect of American English Grammar  

and offers students an enjoyable way to reinforce basic principles of the spoken language.” 

– Carolyn Graham, author of Grammarchants* 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lesson shared by:   Sandy Smith-Resony, Level 2 ESOL 
*Content Source:  Grammarchants – More Jazz Chants by Carolyn Graham (Oxford University Press) 

o Target Audience:  ESOL or BL class using a communicative approach with music. This activity involves 

listening, speaking, writing and reading language skills.  (Levels 1-3) 

o Goal: Students will use a grammarchants to reinforce correct pronunciation and grammar concepts. 

o Objectives:  Students will be able pronounce the selected chants and apply the grammar in a practice 

exercise. 

o Class time: 1-1.5 hours 

o Materials: 

o Grammarchants – More Jazz Chants text (Paula’s office) – Refer also to attached handouts for 

text. 

o Grammarchants audio CD (Paula’s office) 

 Lesson Flow:  

  
1. Say “Today we’re gonna review what we did in our last class”.  Review homework. 

2. Introduce the use of “be + going to” for the future tense.  Write these phrases on the white board:   

“I am going to the store.  He is going to eat lunch.”  Ask students to repeat the phrases after you.                          

3. Play Grammarchant Be + Going To Future on page 49 of Grammarchants text. (See Handout #1) 

Note to tutor:  There is a gap between spoken and written English.  In the chant, students will 

hear that “going to” is pronounced “gonna.”  The author of Grammarchants states that 

“American English stretches, shortens, blends and often drops sounds.”   

4. Play Grammarchant “The Love/Hate Song” on page 20 of the Grammarchants text. (See Handout #2) 

Note to tutor:  Chants and raps are a choral experience.  Any student, even if shy or reluctant 

to speak in class, may feel more comfortable in joining in and practicing aloud.  This chant also 

reinforces the third person s simple present (loves/hates) and subject/object pronouns.  This is 

explained in the GRAMMARNOTES section of page 20. 

5. Play Grammarchant “What About Me?” on page 50 of the Grammarchants text. (See Handout #3) 

Note to tutor:  This chant provides more practice using be + going to, plus the use of 

pronouns.  It also introduces the expression “What about…?” This is explained in the 

GRAMMARNOTES section of page 50. 

6. Practice in pairs using the questions on page 54 of the Grammarchants text. (See Handout #4) 

Alternate approach:  Read each question and ask for volunteers to respond. 



Handout #1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Handout #2 
 

 
 

  



Handout #3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Handout #4-Practice Exercise 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


