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Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford Receives $10,000 Grant from
Jacques Pepin Foundation

Hartford, CT — January 12, 2021 — Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford (LVGH) has received a $10,000
grant from the Jacques Pepin Foundation in support of the Food Services Job Training Program. The
program helps to prepare LVGH students for careers in food service, and graduates have gone on to
work in schools, restaurants, and hotels and conference centers. Students take a course on basic food
safety in preparation for ServSafe® Food Handler certification, and gain practical skills by learning to
prep, cook, and serve free meals for the local community. Upon successfully completing the program,
students have the opportunity to interview for employment with the program’s employer partner,
Sodexo.

In 2020, at the height of the COVID crisis, LVGH students in the Sodexo program continued to serve free
meals to the community. The number of meals served doubled when compared to the same period of
2018 and 2019.

“We are so grateful to the Jacques Pepin Foundation and their partnership in providing this program,
which not only offers low literate and under-employed adults a pathway to employment, but is an
important food security resource for the community, especially during this pandemic,” said Carol DeVido
Hauss, Executive Director of LVGH.

In addition to the Food Services Job Training Program, Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford offers
volunteer-led, small-group classes in basic reading and writing, English for Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL), GED preparation, math, digital literacy, U.S. Citizenship, and other topics at literacy centers in
Hartford, East Hartford, and virtually. The organization serves adults from 22 cities and towns in the
Greater Hartford region.

About Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford Founded in 1972, Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford’s mission is to build a
stronger, more resilient, fully literate Greater Hartford community. We work towards accomplishing this mission by training
volunteers to teach adults how to read, write, speak English, and develop other basic skills critical for independent living. For
more information, please visit http://www.lvgh.org or call 860-233-3853.
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